i66            THREE YEARS IN MANIPUR

it seemed almost impossible to put it off in
order to be at Manipur waiting to see the
results of the Chiefs visit. My husband said,
however, that he thought it would be more
prudent if I arranged to go by an earlier
steamer, to be. out of danger in the event of
anything serious happening, and consequently
all the necessary arrangements were made
for my departure. I couldn't help feeling
that I would rather stay, however, and, as
I said to a friend in writing home, c see the
fun/ and my packing did not progress satis-
factorily at all.

Mr. Simpson was very keen to remain
at Manipur, too ; but all his work was done
there, and there was really no reason for
his stopping. He wired to the colonel of
his regiment for permission to remain, and
my husband backed the request up, so
eventually the necessary leave was granted,
and he was delighted at the mere idea of
a disturbance which might mean fighting.
Of course the sudden alteration in my plans